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how far they serve to lay up in ordinary every one who becomes 
in any way the subject of their care, and to mould and mildew 
everything they touch. It is not enough that those old dis- 
abilities be knocked away ; all the briers and thorns that grew 
up about them need to be grubbed up too, to the very lower- 
most root. 



Art. XHL — CEITIOAL NOTICES. 

1. — 1. A Grammar of the New Testament Diction : intended as an 
Introduction to the Critical Study of the Greek New Testament. 
By Dr. George Benedict Winer. Translated from the Sixth 
Enlarged and Improved Edition of the Original, by Edward Mas- 
SON, M. A., formerly Professor in the University of Athens. Edin- 
burgh : T. and T. Clark. Philadelphia : Smith, English, & Co. 
1859. 8vo. pp. x., 708. 

2. Grammatih des Neutestamentlichen Sprachgehrauehs. Im An- 
schlusse an Ph. Buttmann's Griechisehe Grammatik, bearbeitet 
von Alex. Buttmann, Professor. Berlin, 1859. pp. xvi., 374 

The first edition of Dr. Winer's well-known work on the Diction 
of the New Testament appeared in 1822, and was translated by Pro- 
fessors Stuart and Robinson at Andover in 1825. This translation 
was followed in 1832 by Professor Stuart's Grammar of the New 
Testament Dialect, of which a second edition, corrected and mostly 
written anew, appeared in 1841. The work of Professor Stuart is a 
general grammar of the Greek language, with appropriate notices of 
the departures from the common Greek by the writers of the New 
Testament. Dr. Winer, on the other hand, as he is warranted in doing 
among German students of theology, everywhere presupposes a thor- 
ough knowledge of ordinary Greek on the part of his readers, and 
furnishes them with a critical commentary on the New Testament, 
devoting the greater part of his work to syntax alone, but treating the 
forms as fully as is requisite to set forth the deviations from the com- 
mon diction. The work of Dr. Winer is indeed a grammatical the- 
saurus of the New Testament language, the Oriental Greek. Even 
in Germany it is considered as the most complete and satisfactory 
treatise on the subject, and no kindred work so much as competes with 
it for the favor of the learned. From its first appearance down to 
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the time when the last edition was published, the author toiled with true 
German diligence and carefulness to make it as perfect as he could, re- 
cording in the successive issues the results of his own widely extended 
studies, and of the labors of the great scholars among his countrymen, 
whether commentators or grammarians, as De Wette, Liicke, Tholuck, 
Meyer, Hermann, Buttmann, Lobeck, or learned and judicious editors 
of the Greek authors, as Bekker, Stallbaum, and Karl Schneider. In 
his work Dr. "Winer has abandoned the empiricism which used to pre- 
vail, and has followed the philosophic method, which, as he himself 
says, seeks in the national and individual peculiarities of writers the 
grounds of all phenomena of written speech, not excepting even the 
strongest anomalies. This is the method to which Hermann of Leipsic 
gave a powerful impulse, and which has been so successfully employed 
by his disciples and others in the study of the classics and of Holy 
Scripture, in the examination of modern tongues, as well as in the 
further investigation of the ancient languages. This method, thus 
originating in Germany, promptly and heartily adopted in this country, 
and at length beginning to overcome British prejudice, does not stifle 
a difficulty, and then bury it in a solemn and mysterious technical 
formula, but lets it speak out, and then rationally interprets its voice. 
It does not say of particles whose use is not obvious, that they are 
expletives to stuff the crannies of discourse ; but it patiently and labori- 
ously traces their precise and logical import. The study of language — 
formerly, like many other studies, vague and conjectural — is now be- 
coming, like them, exact and philosophical ; and at the same time other 
related departments of knowledge, historical, geographical, and meta- 
physical, are all reaping good fruit from this change. Dr. Winer's 
Grammar is itself a fine specimen of this method ; and while the student 
of the New Testament cannot dispense with the use of this book, if he 
would pursue his sacred study in a critical manner, the student of the 
common Greek will here find rich stores of learning for his use, and 
the general philologist also will be amply repaid by a perusal of it, just 
as the special labors of Schleusner, Bretschneider, and Wahl, as com- 
bined and arranged by Dr. Robinson in his Lexicon of the New Tes- 
tament, furnish the general student with the best sample of Greek 
lexicography yet made, — the best because the most thorough, syste- 
matic, and logical. The second edition of Dr. Winer's work, published 
in 1828, was enlarged by the addition of various discussions of impor- 
tant points. The third edition, which appeared in 1830, was improved 
in copiousness and accuracy by a wider and more minute study of 
Greek prose authors and the Hellenistic Jews. The fourth edition, 
bearing the date of 1836, was translated and published in this country in 
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1839, by Messrs. Agnew and Ebbeke. The fifth edition, with further 
improvements, was published in 1844. The venerable author continued 
to labor faithfully upon this work, and in 1855, even while the hand of 
death was busy in sealing his patient sight forever, he put forth this 
sixth and last edition by the hands and eyes, as he touchingly tells us, 
of his young friends, — the accomplished students, we presume, of his 
beloved University of Leipsic It is this work in its final form that 
Professor Masson undertook to present to us in English. He' seems 
to have taken a genial interest in his task, and to have accomplished 
it in a very faithful and happy manner. He has allowed himself some 
liberty in rendering general observations, and the introductory para- 
graphs of the various chapters ; and this was necessary in order to 
produce the easy and idiomatic English in which the work appears. 
In translating, however, the more critical portions, he keeps very close 
to the German ; but is at the same time commonly quite perspicuous. 
The strong, white paper and bold, clear type of this edition will be 
gratefully appreciated by those who have used the American transla- 
tion of the fourth edition. We believe that the mechanical execution 
of that book gave great grief to the worthy translators themselves. 

We take pleasure in announcing that Professor Alexander Butt- 
mann, the accomplished son of the learned and ingenious gramma- 
rian, has recently published a treatise on the Forms and Syntax of 
the New Testament Greek, as an appendix to the excellent Grammar 
of his father. This treatise is of moderate compass, and is, we doubt 
not, well adapted to the use of junior students, and of those who do 
not require a full and exhaustive work such as is this of Dr. Winer. 



2. — History of the South Carolina College, from its Incorporation, 
December 19, .1801, to November 25, 1857, including Sketches of its 
Presidents and Professors : with an Appendix. By M. La Borde, 
M. D., Professor of Metaphysics, Logic, and Rhetoric, South Caro- 
lina College. Columbia : Peter B. Glass. 1859. 8vo. pp. 462. 

We are glad to see this evidence of a disposition on the part of those 
connected with the South Carolina College thus early to gather up for 
permanent record the facts of its history. Had they postponed for an- 
other half-century this work of filial love and duty, much of the past 
would have been lost beyond recovery, and the memory of many highly 
deserving, if not eminent teachers, have been obscured or lost. We 
hope that this eflbrt may prompt kindred institutions to a like worthy 
attempt to publish and perpetuate the important incidents in their his- 



